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SPECIFICATIONS 


Of materials and labor required to alter and refit thirty 
alcoves on the westerly side of Bates Hall, in the Public 
Library building, on Boylston street, for the City of Bos- 
ton. | 


DESCRIPTION. 


All the niches on the exterior of the westerly side of the 
Public Library building to be taken out, and the brick walls 
straightened, as per plan, prepared by C. K. Kirby, Archi- 
tect. The walls are to be 2 feet thick, including an air space 
of 4 inches, as per plan, with two stories of windows, as 
shown on plan and side elevation. All the floors and ceil- 
ings to be pieced out and put in proper order. All the 
shelving to be adjusted to the new form of alcove, and the 
new partition in centres of alcove to be put in and properly 
shelved, same as other parts of alcove, but without the 
counter shelf projecting. 


STONE WORK. 


To be freestone sills for all windows, — as shown on plans, 
— 22 inches wide, and 2 courses high, properly rubbed, 
neatly set, and pointed. 


BRICK WORK. 


All the bricks used on the exterior to be best face brick, 
and may be those that are taken out. If new brick are 
required, they are to be selected and laid so as to match the 
old brick now in the building. All the inside brick for walls 
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and niches may be the old brick that are taken out. If new 
bricks are used they must be best hard brick. There are to 
be brick arches turned between iron beams in all the floor 
of the alcoves 4 inches thick, with the haunches properly 
filled with brick work, and concreted all over the same height 
as other floors, also brick partition between the alcoves to 
match old work. All brick and rubbish not used to be 
removed and carted off. After the exterior brick are all 
laid they are to be neatly cleaned and pointed. 


IRON WORK. 


To be nine cast-iron columns, made in three parts, each to 
extend from the top of the column in the principal floor to 
the roof, made 5 X 12, one-inch shell, with proper caps and 
bases. To be twenty-seven wrought-iron girders, 8 feet 4 
inches long, 9-inch heavy made beams. Also sixty wrought- 
iron beams, 11 feet 2 inches, 6-inch heavy made beams, with 
one set of tie-rods for each alcove, properly arranged to fas- 
ten to walls, and to the other tie-rods of building. To be _ 
one set of wrought-iron shutters for each window, made 
of 4-inch boiler plate iron, put on frames made of 1? X 
8 wrought iron, and hung with strong wrought-iron hinges 
to wall by cast-iron hooks built into wall, and fastened 
on inside with double swivel bar with connecting rods, and 
proper fastenings to fasten the shutters both open and shut. 
All of the above iron work to be properly set and painted. 
All of the circular openings in floor of alcoves now set in 
glass, etc., to be filled with cast-iron grating, strong enough 
to bear six hundred pounds’ weight in the centre. 


PLASTERING. 


The entire ceiling of alcoves will require to be plastered, 
and the walls where new will require to be plastered on to 
the brick work. The cornices in alcoves are to be pieced 
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out, of same form as old ones; to be new panel mouldings on 
ceilings of alcoves, same{form as old ones. 


WINDOWS. 


All the windows to be double hung with weights and 
pulleys; pulley stiles hard pine; pulleys best iron axle; 
beads hard pine, stop-beads secured with round, silver- 
headed screws; sashes best pine stock, 12 inches thick, 
ogee style, and after being glazed to be hung with weights, 
to balance with best hemp cord, and trimmed with sash fasts 
worth $5.00 per dozen. All the windows to be finished with 
a bead to plaster to, and staff bead outside; the windows 
will not require architraves on the inside, but will require 
stool casings and panel backs. 


FLOORS. 


Floors are to be laid new all over the alcoves, with best 
hard-pine floor boards, kiln-dried, and laid same as the pres- 
ent floor. 

SHELVING. 


All the shelving to be rearranged to fit the new form of 
alcove, having the same number of shelves in height as at 
present, and put in good order. To be a new set of shelv- 
ing in the centre of each alcove, as shown on plan, full height 
of alcove, with cornice and base, but without wide counter- 
shelf. To be thirteen shelves in height, to work on ratchets. 
All new shelving to correspond with the old, and have pan- 
elled ends and passage-ways, as per plan, and detail draw- 
ings. 

SKYLIGHTS. 


To be two skylights placed over the two corner alcoves 
in the upper story, made the same as those over the other 
alcoves, coppered and glazed on the outside, and plastered 
on the inside same as other alcoves. 


PAINTING. 


All the wood and iron work to be painted, three coats best 
lead and oil. Color same as other parts of building. Shelv- 
ing to be painted same as other shelving. All the windows 
to be glazed with best double German glass. All the iron 
shutters to be painted three coats best lead and oil. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


The contractor will be required to sheathe up all the 
alcoves with planed pine boards matched, and make the 
same tight against weather and dust, by papering and calk- 
ing during the progress of the work. ‘The partition to be 
placed across the alcoves about three feet inside of where the 
new columns are set. The contractor will also be required 
to keep the exterior of building covered with sail-cloth or 
canvas, etc., so as not to admit water to the ceiling or walls 
of first story, and if any damage is done by the contractor 
or his employees by neglect or otherwise to any part of 
building, during the progress of the work, it is to be made 
good by the contractor. The contractor will be required to 
take all building materials, such as brick, stone, iron work, 
plastering, lumber, etc., up on the outside of building, and 
will be required to take away all rubbish and dirt, both from. 
the inside of building and yard, and leave the same in as 
good order as it is now. 


The contractor will also be required to prepare all the 
materials outside of the building so as to be able to put them 
together with as little noise as possible, as it is not the 
intention of the Building Committee to close the building to 
the public during the progress of the work. 
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